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ABOUT COLGATE UNIVERSITY

This is Colgate
Colgate University began when “13 men with 13 dollars and 13 prayers” convened in what 
was then the frontier settlement of Hamilton, New York, to found an educational society that 
chartered an institution of learning in 1819. For most of the 19th century, it was known as 
Madison University, because of its location in Madison County. In 1890, the university was 
renamed Colgate University to honor William Colgate, an early benefactor and longtime 
supporter.

The Community
The picturesque 515-acre Colgate campus is located in the village of Hamilton, near the 
geographic heart of New York State at the northern end of the Chenango Valley. The village, 
founded in 1795 and incorporated in 1816, is named for Alexander Hamilton. The site of 
the village is on territory ceded by the Iroquois Indians to the State of New York following 
the American Revolution. Elisha Payne, who led the first settlers from New England, is 
remembered as the village’s founder.
     By the 1820s, the village was a thriving trading center for an extensive farming area. The 
Chenango Canal, completed in 1836, put the village on the water route between the Erie 
Canal at Utica and the Susquehanna River at Binghamton. The railroad, which replaced the 
canal in the 1870s, was supplanted by a highway in the 1940s.
 The major industry has been Colgate University, and Hamilton remains a small and 
essentially rural community, little changed in size and character in the past century. The 
current population of the village is estimated to be between 2100 and 2400 (excluding 
Colgate students).

Personal  Contact
Many students comment that “Colgate is the right size.” It is an institution of 2,750 
undergraduates and 242 full-time faculty (average class size is 19 students; student-to-faculty 
ratio is 10:1) that offers 51 majors. Colgate is slightly larger than most liberal arts colleges, 
which enables the university to offer more academic specialties and cross-disciplinary 
programs. While Colgate is small enough to ensure student access to research equipment 
and opportunities to work closely with faculty, it is large enough to support a broad range of 
academic programs and campus events to create a satisfying residential experience.

Academic Life
Encouraging high intellectual standards and cooperation among peers, Colgate offers 51 
majors across the arts, humanities, sciences, and social sciences, as well as an interdisciplinary 
liberal arts core curriculum of four courses, and student-faculty collaborative research 
projects. Students who succeed at Colgate share certain characteristics: innate curiosity, the 
motivation to learn, a willingness to take intellectual risks, and the capacity to undertake a 
rigorous program in the liberal arts and sciences.

Admission Profile 
(Class of 2011) 
Typically, Colgate enrolls approximately 750 first-year students from among more than 8,700 
applicants.

Admitted students from public secondary schools: ........................ 69 percent
Admitted students ranking in top 20 percent of H.S. class: ......... 93 percent
Admitted students high school grade point average ....................... 3.72 GPA
Average SAT of admitted students:  ................................................ 1390

Middle 50% of accepted students scored between: 
Verbal SAT:  ............... 660-750
Math SAT:  ................. 670-740
ACT composite:  ...... 30-33

Colgate was named one of the 25 “New Ivies”  by Kaplan and 
Newsweek.  The “New Ivies” are schools with exceptional 
educational programs and campus offerings that have seen a 
rise in stature to rival the Ivy League and other powerhouses 
competing for top students.
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Financial Aid 
Colgate provides financial assistance to outstanding students accepted for admission whose 
personal and family resources are inadequate to meet the costs of a Colgate education. More 
than 45 percent of entering Colgate students receive some sort of financial aid in the form of 
a grant, guaranteed loan, or job. In addition, Colgate added athletic scholarships for selected 
sports in 2001.  The university is committed to meeting the financial need of all admitted 
students while keeping loan amounts to a minimum. With the use of generous grant programs 
as need-based aid, Colgate continues to be a national leader in graduating students with the 
least amount of debt incurred for student loans.

Residential Life
Housing is guaranteed at Colgate for four years and most students take advantage of a variety 
of housing options, which include traditional corridor-style halls, suites, college-theme houses 
such as Outdoor Education and Harlem Renaissance Center; and college-owned apartments. 
Some juniors and seniors students live in fraternities and sororities. A lottery is held for 
seniors who may wish to live off campus in privately owned residences.

Record of Success
More than 95 percent of Colgate’s graduates who pursue jobs are successful in finding full-
time employment within one year of graduation. The majority of Colgate students engage 
in the career development process early, and most seniors begin their job or graduate school 
search early during their senior year. 

Athletics and Recreation
Colgate is one of the few highly selective national liberal arts colleges with Division I athletics. 
Since 1990, Colgate student-athletes have been recognized 41 times as Patriot League 
Scholar-Athlete and 49 times as Academic All-America. 
   A member of the Patriot League and ECAC Hockey, Colgate fields 25 varsity sports-
13 women’s and 12 men’s. Seventeen percent of all students participate in intercollegiate 
athletics.  
 In addition to varsity teams, Colgate has an active club and intramural sports program. 
Eighty percent of students play in the 23 intramural and 20 club sports offered. Colgate also 
has one of the best outdoor education programs in the country, taking advantage of the rural 
location and proximity to the Adirondacks.

For a brochure on Colgate University, contact the admissions office at (315) 228-7401 or at 
admissions@mail.colgate.edu

Colgate ranks as the 16th best liberal arts college in the country 
according to the U.S. News & World Report America’s Best 
Colleges 2007.
   Men’s Health ranked Colgate the second fittest college in the 
nation in its October 2006 issue.

Africana Studies 
Art and Art History 
Asian Studies 
Astrogeophysics 
Astronomy/Physics 
Biochemistry 
Biology 
Chemistry 
Chinese
Classical Studies
Classics 
Computer Science 
Computer Science/  
 Mathematics 
Economics 
Educational Studies 
English
Environmental Biology
Environmental Economics

Environmental Geography
Environmental Geology 
French 
Geography 
Geology 
German 
Greek
History 
Humanities 
International Relations
Japanese 
Latin 
Latin American Studies 
Mathematical Economics 
Mathematics 
Molecular Biology 
Music 
Native American Studies 
Natural Science 

Neuroscience 
Peace and Conflict Studies
Philosophy 
Philosophy and Religion 
Physical Science 
Physics 
Political Science 
Psychology
Religion 
Russian Studies 
Social Sciences 
Sociology and 
Anthropology 
Spanish 
Theater 
Women’s Studies

CONCENTRATIONS OFFERED AT COLGATE



COLGATE UNIVERSITY106

STARR RINK

 The Colgate hockey program boasts some of the 
finest rink facilities in the nation. 
 Starr Rink, the home of the Colgate University men 
and women’s ice hockey teams, opened in 1959. 
 J. Howard Starr, the rink’s namesake, served as a men’s 
hockey head coach. He guided the Raiders from 1932 
to 1950 when Colgate hockey was played outdoors. The 
unpredictable Central New York weather patterns ended 
varsity competition in 1951. Starr developed an intramural 
program that maintained the interest in the sport until an 
indoor facility was opened in 1959. When Starr retired 
the rink was named in his honor, and he was inducted into 
the Colgate Hall of Honor in 1981.
 The rink, a 200’ x 85’ oval with seating capacity 
of 2,246 received a face lift in 1990, following the year 
after Colgate men’s hockey advanced to the NCAA 
Championship game. The University replaced the 
refrigeration system and the boards on the ice. The 
plexiglass was raised and replaced and modifications were 
installed to improve the lighting in the building. A core 
group of supporters went further to raise $400,000 in four 
years to renovate the seating area in Starr Rink into a top-
notch hockey arena.
 Reserved and season ticket holder seats line one side 
of the rink, while student and general admission seating 
surround the other side and wrap around behind the net. 
A spacious press box sits above the goaltender area in the 
south end of the rink.
 The rink also houses Colgate’s locker room facilities 
which boast individual wooden lockers, a stereo system, 
cable television with a brand new flat screen television, 
new flooring and full locker room facilities. 
 Colgate women’s ice hockey began as a club sport 
in 1974. In 1995, the team joined the Eastern College 
Athletic Conference (ECAC) Alliance, got a full-time 
head coach, game uniforms, laundry service, travel 
allowances, equipment, access to the training facilities and 
improved practice times. It was two years later, in 1997, 
that the program was elevated to varsity status. The team 
played at the NCAA Division III level as a member of 
the ECAC West. During that time, the program posted a 
61-29-7 record. Coach Ted Wisner was named AWHCA 
Coach of the Year and standout Heather Murphy earned 
three All-America honors.
 In 2001-02 the team started its first NCAA Division 
I season, playing in the ECAC-North with the six Ivies 
along with St. Lawrence and Vermont. In 2002-03 the 
league was renamed the ECAC and a year later Union 
joined to boost membership to 10 schools. Clarkson was 
added in 2004-05 as the 11th school and Quinnipiac 
replaced Vermont in 2005-06 to make up what is now 
ECAC Hockey.
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STRENGTH 

and 

CONDITIONING

The Colgate University Strength and Conditioning 
Department, also known as Raider Power, is 
committed to improving athletic performance on 
the individual and team levels.
 The department focuses on developing the 
proper combination of  strength, power, speed, 
agility,  mobility, conditioning and body composition 
to enhance performance in all athletic arenas.
 It is the goal and challenge of this staff for 
every athlete to be in a continual state of growth 
throughout their collegiate athletic career so that 
individually, and collectively as a team, they can 
reach their maximum potential.  The department 
works closely with both the coaches and sports 
medicine staff to help achieve this goal.
 Check out the strength & conditioning 
Web page at www.gocolgateraiders.com/sports/
gen/2006/strength&condition.asp
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ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT DIRECTORY

Administration and Staff
Athletic Director: David Roach ............................................................ 228-7611
   Administrative Assistant: Cindy Chamberlain ............................... 228-7611
Sr. Associate Athletic Director: Shondell Reed ................................. 228-7605
Sr. Associate Athletic Director/SWA: TBA ....................................... 228-6547
Associate Athletic Director/Compliance: Ann-Marie Guglieri .... 228-7852
Associate Athletic Director: Vicky Chun ........................................... 228-7608
Assistant Athletic Director: Don Vaughan ......................................... 228-7572
Assistant Athletic Director: Cathy Foto ............................................. 228-7582
Assistant Athletic Director for 
   Medical Sevices: Steve Chouinard ..................................................... 228-7578
Athletic Trainer (Women’s Hockey): Heather Corey ...................... 228-6807
Athletics Business Manager: Bob Decker ............................................ 228-7096
Ticket Manager: Maureen Burt ............................................................. 228-7600
Manager of Equipment Services: Bonnie Button .............................. 228-7729
Supervisor of Athletic Grounds: Emmett House .............................. 228-7577
Team Physician: Dr. Merrill Miller ....................................................... 228-7750
Team Surgeon: Dr. Ivan D. Gowan ...................................................... 824-1250

Athletic Communications Office
Director: Bob Cornell ............................................................................. 228-7602
Administrative Assistant: Lisa Diehl .................................................... 228-7602
Assistant Director: John Gilger ............................................................. 228-7860
Assistant (Women’s Hockey): Jeremiah W. Hergott ........................ 228-7566
Assistant: Elizabeth Judge ....................................................................... 228-7661
Athletic Communications Fax ............................................................... 228-7977
Raider Sportsline ...................................................................................... 228-7900
Web site ...................................................................... www.goColgateRaiders.com
Starr Rink Press Box ................................................................................. 228-6820

Head Coaches
Field Hockey: Cathy Foto ...................................................................... 228-7582
Football: Dick Biddle .............................................................................. 228-7615
Golf: Mac Gifford .................................................................................... 228-7114
Men’s Basketball: Emmett Davis ........................................................... 228-7571
Men’s Cross Country: Arthur McKinnon .......................................... 228-7585
Men’s Ice Hockey: Don Vaughan .......................................................... 228-7572
Men’s Lacrosse: Jim Nagle ....................................................................... 228-7716
Men’s Rowing: Khaled Sanad ................................................................ 228-7128
Men’s Soccer: Erik Ronning ................................................................... 228-7574
Men’s Track and Field: Arthur McKinnon ......................................... 228-7585
Men and Women’s Swimming: Steve Jungbluth ................................ 228-7614
Men and Women’s Tennis: Bobby Pennington .................................. 228-7584
Softball: Vickie Sax .................................................................................. 228-7128
Women’s Track and Field: Laura Nardelli ........................................... 228-7866
Women’s Basketball: Pam Bass .............................................................. 228-7129
Women’s Cross Country: Laura Nardelli ............................................ 228-7866
Women’s Ice Hockey: Scott Wiley ....................................................... 228-7839
Women’s Lacrosse: Heather Bliss .......................................................... 228-7582
Women’s Rowing: Greg Kruczynski ..................................................... 228-7163
Women’s Soccer: Kathy Brawn .............................................................. 228-7762
Volleyball: Ryan Baker ............................................................................. 228-7969
Coaches’ Administrative Assistants:
   Michelle Reese ........................................................................................ 228-7570
   Lori Godshalk  (women’s hockey) ..................................................... 228-7783

Note: Area code for all numbers is 315 unless otherwise noted.


